Today in Light of Eternity — Being Mortal & Immortal

Being mortal, through the eyes of... basketball?
It is hard to see B what we are right in the midst of.
When we're P , it's hard to see anything at all.

It helps to see through the eyes of... Other P
1) A thoughtful person who is not a follower of Christ
2) Christian persons from different generations & places
3) The apostle Paul, inspired by God

Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters, Dr. Atul Gawande
“Being mortal is about the struggle to cope with the
constraints of our biology...We’ve been wrong about
what our job is in medicine. We think our job is to
ensure health and survival. But really it is larger than
that. It is to enable well-being...."

We are mortal... and immortal.

Poet Bruce Cockburn: "The Burden of the A -B "
Considering immortality

(In honor of the Semi centennial.)

The Puritans pondered H

Foundation for the Founders.

"The Saints' Everlasting Rest," Richard Baxter, 1650
"Christian, believe this, and think on it: You will be eternally
embraced in the arms of that love that is from everlasting
to everlasting, of that love that brought the Son of God’s

love from heaven to earth, from earth to the cross, from

the cross to the grave, from the grave to glory."

Many Americans, 1619-1863: "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot..."

C. S. Lewis ("The Weight of Glory™)

A master of engaging the heart, mind and imagination in a
way that helps us see beyond our surrounding mortality.

Recognizing the | in each of those around us:

1t is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and
goddesses... All day long we are, in some degree,
helping each other to one or other of these
destinations... There are no O people.

You have never talked to a mere mortal.

Nations, cultures, arts, civilization—these are mortal, and
their life is to ours as the life of a G

Meredith's story (and her friend's)

A Lewis scholar (Art Lindsley)
“Yes,” said the Lion... "He has died. Most people have, you
know. Even I have. There are very few who haven’t.”

“Your father and mother and all of you are—as you used to
call it in the Shadowlands—dead... But for them it was
only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this
world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the
cover and the title page..."

Everything in this world is merely the cover and T page.

The Paradox of Mortality and Immortality
"If you wanted me to die to myself, why'd You make me fall
so deeply in love with life?
If You wanted me to be like You, why'd You make me like
me?" If You Wanted Me, Todd Agnew

The Apostle Paul

1 eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed,
but will have sufficient courage so that now as always
Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by
death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 1
am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with
Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for
you that I remain in the body.

Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the
faith... Philippians 1:20-26
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"For me, to live is Christ and to die is G
I will continue with all of you for your progress and J _
in the faith.

Next Steps
1) Interact with each person with the awareness that you are
helping them toward heaven or hell.
2) Begin (at least) to read The Narnian Chronicles. .. perhaps
with a child.
3) Use Paul's words as a writing prompt: "If I am to go on
living in the body, ..." 7/12/2026



