Who is Wise? — The Wisdom of Jesus

When is a time you have especially needed wisdom?
Choosing a career... school... friend... spouse...
Voices from the world offer E "wisdom,"
U "wisdom," D "wisdom."
What we need is wisdom from A .
"Who is wise and understanding among you?" (James 3:11-17)
God revealed wisdom and its importance throughout all four
genres of the Old Testament (or Hebrew scriptures): the

L , the P ,H
writings and W literature. A prominent
T running through.

Not surprising, then, that we see God inspiring this same
message in the New Testament, starting with...
...the start of Jesus' public ministry

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days He was
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and
at the end of them He was hungry.

Being led by the Spirit of God... Walking in step with the
Spirit does not make us immune from temptation/opposition.
Jesus was fully human. (Don't undervalue human potential.)
He was tempted in every way, just as we are, yet He did not

sin. (Hebrews 4:15)

The devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell this stone
to become bread.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread
alone.””

Our enemy knows our V . We
need to also. "Buttons." "Triggers."
Speak them honestly, humbly and often to God (and perhaps

a trusted friend).

Earthly wisdom says: Dedicate your God-given power to
serve your material wants.

Wisdom from above says: Life is about much more than
material things. (Jesus quoted Dt 8 & 6.)

We also need to treasure up God's Word.

Jesus wouldn't make Himself bread, but He offered Himself
as bread -- the bread of life. (Communion)

The devil led Him up to a high place and showed Him in an
instant all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to Him, “I
will give You all their authority and splendor; it has been
given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. If You
worship me, it will all be Yours.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and
serve Him only.””

Lies and deceit
Expect to be confronted by A lies.
Contrast that with what Jesus did on the last night of Jesus'

life, before washing disciples' feet.
I . Worshiping that which is meant to
be used, and...

The devil led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the
highest point of the temple. “If You are the Son of God,” he
said, “throw Yourself down from here. For it is written:

“‘He will command His angels concerning You to guard You
carefully;

they will lift You up in their hands, so that You will not strike
Your foot against a stone.’”’

Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.’”

Handling the Word of God
...trying to use that (He) who is to be worshiped.

The enemy quoted (& twisted) scripture to Jesus.

When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left Him until an
opportune time. Luke 4:1-13
Our ongoing challenge
Thank God for every victory over temptation. Celebrate it,
but H .
Receive Holy Communion with thanksgiving and caution.

Next Steps
1) Confess your vulnerabilities honestly, humbly and often to
God (and perhaps a trusted friend).
2) Expect to be confronted by attractive lies.
3) Receive the grace of Holy Communion with
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