GROWING IN OUR FAITH

The Upper Room
The Upper Room, a daily devotional magazine, for November/December is
available in the narthex, the office hallway, and the take-out box outside the
church office. You may take an extra copy for a friend.

Friendship Luncheon—This Tuesday
Our monthly Friendship Luncheon will meet Tuesday, October 20 at 12:30 in
the Reed Room. To reserve a spot, please contact Carolyn Mawyer at
cmawyerl252@yahoo.com, 434-962-4284, or see her at church. Our food will
be from Wood Grill Buffet ($12.50), and our entertainment this month will be
The Flashbacks from The Center.

October Hike and Praise
Come join us as we hike the trails at Preddy Creek Trail Park (3690 Burnley
Station Road) on Saturday, October 24. We will meet in the parking lot at 9:00
am and plan to hike two hours, finishing up around 11:00 am...so you will have
plenty of time to make the annual Trunk or Treat!! Dogs are welcome on these
trails. For more information and if you plan to attend, contact Laura Nelson at
Inelson582@icloud.com or 434-227-0340.

Family Gathering Table
Come gather 'round the table! Our NEXT "Family" Gathering Table will be on
Sunday, October 25 from 5:00 - 6:30 pm (come a little early to help set up if
you'd like). We start with a potluck meal and then break out into age groups for
Adults, Youth, and Children. For October, we'll share some time remembering
and praying for VETERANS who are part of our church family. Please reach out
to Pastor Julie if you have any questions and/or if you plan to join in.

Ring Those Christmas Bells
The Handbell Choir is looking for enthusiastic participants to join us for our
upcoming Christmas performances. No prior musical experience or ability to
read music is necessary—we will teach you everything you need to know. No
long-term commitment; the group will rehearse October 27-December 8 at 6
pm in the Sanctuary. We are a fun, welcoming group that loves to make music
and share fellowship together. If you are looking for a joyful way to serve our
church and get into the holiday spirit, we would love to have you. For more
information or to sign up, please contact Jane Shutt at janedshutt@gmail.com.
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Seekers Life Group New Bible Study: 1 Corinthians

On Sunday, November 1, the Seekers Life Group begins a study of the Apostle
Paul’s letter responding to some disturbing reports about the Corinthian
church. These early Christians were full of pride and were excusing sexual
immorality. Spiritual gifts were being used improperly, and there was rampant
misunderstanding of key Christian doctrines. Paul’s letter was an attempt to
restore the Corinthian church to its foundation—Jesus Christ. Study format
includes reading scripture, studying related commentary, and engaging in lively
discussion. The Seekers meet Sunday mornings in room 106: 9:45 social time;
10:00 concerns and prayer; 10:05-10:50 lesson and discussion. Please join us as
a regular attendee or drop-in. Group leaders: Gary Elwell and Kimberley Roll.

2026 Advent Devotional—Growing in Faith Together

One of the ways we can encourage one another and even get to know one
another is through sharing God’s story in our life. In doing so we give glory to
God and celebrate the fruitfulness of God’s work. As we consider the upcoming
season of Advent, please prayerfully reflect and consider sharing part of your
story in this year’s Advent Devotional. Details for writing a devotion can be
found here: https://docs.google.com/document/d/19-
V8Y7 Uzm8HVMm 5LXqZw8dU92np0gBhDWHYrnGzYM/edit?usp=sharing.

Please send your devotion by November 11 to Pastor Julie at
julienitzsche@cvaumc.org. Minor editing may occur, but submissions will be

kept as close to the original as possible.

Community Dinner—A Place to Belong
“Community Dinner” is a truly special Gathering Table where we get to share
God’s love with our neighbors, especially those experiencing food insecurity,
through the warmth of a shared meal, fellowship, and sweet conversation. We
gather on the third Wednesdays of the month from 6:00-7:00 pm in the Reed
Room.

Children’s Ministry
e KidzConnect: On Sunday mornings at 9 and 11, children age 4 through grade
5 are encouraged to worship together in KidzConnect. We explore our faith
through music, art, Bible stories, activities, and more. All new lower
elementary group this year (Pre-K to 1 grade).
e Follow Us on Instagram @aldersgatecville_cm.
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Youth Ministry
e Youth Group, Sunday, October 18: 12:00 pm, Gathering Place
e Follow Us on Instagram @aldersgatecville_ym.

SERVING OTHERS IN GOD’S LOVE

Support Trunk or Treat -- Saturday, October 24, 3-5 pm
Ways to serve: Trunk Host, Setup/Cleanup Team, Volunteer Station, Table Host,
Greeter Team, Kitchen Team, Crafts Station, Parking Team, Food Station, and
more. Sign-up at: www.cvaumc.org/trunk-or-treat-26.

Food Donations: Our goal is to have 150+ bags of candy donated. All pieces of
candy must be individually wrapped and store bought. Candy bags can be left in
the bins at the office or main entrance from September 30 to October 21.
Questions? Email Ashley Thornton at webmaster@cvaumc.org.

Blue Ridge Area Food Bank—Hunger Action Month
ONE in THREE Children and ONE in THREE Adults in this area are FOOD
INSECURE. The entire month of October is dedicated to the donation and
collection of non-perishable food goods (items to include canned vegetables,
beans, meats, soups, as well as pastas and peanut butter and jelly) and
toiletries. The Reed Room and the Main Entrance (lower level) have collection
barrels for YOU to donate. Your donation will be given to those in need.

Habitat for Humanity
Aldersgate’s next Habitat for Humanity Build Days are Friday, November 13 (the
second Friday each month) and Saturday, October 17 (quarterly). Youth are
encouraged to join us. Contact Greg Brown at gabrown2926@outlook.com or
434-327-8763 for information.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Pastor Appreciation
October is Pastor Appreciation Month! Please look for the special basket
outside of the sanctuary for those who wish to give a gift or express their
gratitude for the leadership, care, and dedication with which Pastor Chip and
Pastor Julie serve our congregation. Your cards/gifts will be presented to both
pastors during services later this month.

Aldersgate News
October 18, 2026

Aldersgate News can be mailed to those without email and
is included in the E-Note each Saturday.

CONNECTING WITH GOD

Sunday Worship
We worship God online and in-person every Sunday at 9 and 11 am. Please
invite guests to join you, either in person or by sharing the online link.

In most all places and all generations, this time of year has prompted people to
be thankful for the abundance of harvest. God is the Lord of the harvest who
calls us to be in prayer for those who would be workers in God's harvest
field. This Sunday we begin a message series focused on the Lord calling us to
faithfulness and fruitfulness in His harvest field.

Last Week
On Sunday, October 11 there were 173 people in the sanctuary and 40
households at home worshipping the Lord. Others worshiped via the recordings.

From Last Sunday’s “Just Curious” Question
On Sunday we were asked when and where we first learned the Lord's
Prayer. On responses included Kerala, India; First Baptist Church, Norfolk; and
many responses of from our parents, grandparents, or at church as little
children. What would you say?

The Well: A Modern Worship Gathering
Are you looking for new friendships? A place to belong? Consider joining us on
Wednesday, November 11 at 7 pm in the Reed Room as we connect with God
and each other in a casual space with music, scripture, and prayer. Come a little
early and enjoy refreshments.
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